
ms EXCELLENG'¥{'JlIJ~"fAJ.'i{)LAK RATTAN [<KOHLI, GUVERJ.'OR OF
l\UZORA.l\'I TO ADDgESSTHE HOUSE.

1.

Honourable Speaker anddistingquished Members of this Au~ust Assembly.

It is a great honour to welcome you to this Fourteenth Session of the
Fourth Legislative Assembly of Mizoram. I also take this opportunity to convey
my wannest greetings to you and to the people of Mizoram, 1 trust That the
deliberations of this august Honse, during this momentous Session, ,,,,'ill be
conducted, as always, with dignity and honour most befitting this Assembly
and will continue, as ever, to strengthen the time-honoured conventions and L.1e
rich democratic traditions ,of Mizoram and our great country.

..

2. It is a .matler of great satisfaction that we overall law and order
situation in the State continues to remein peaceful. ~ am extremely happy that
Mizoram resolutely continues to remain free from violence. I congratulate
the people of M.izoram for their dynamic support to the cause of peace and
harmony, I also congratulate the religious institutions and the peace-loving social
organisations of Mizoram for their proactive role in preserving our 'hard
earned peace.

3. 1'1y Government, let me assure you, is deeply committed, as ever before. to
maintenance of peace and tranquility throughout the length and breath of
Mizoram as \ve firmly believe that peacefu!:H@tmosphere alone can bring about
accelerated development in''ilie -Staie. Peace always ensures social security and
the benefits of development to the, people.

,.

4. Inspire of prevalence of peace and mmqui1llY in Mizoram, my
Government fully understands that there cannot beany compromise u11 our state
of preparedness. Therefore, my Government continues to give paramount
importance to the necessity of strengthening the l~w and order machinery of the
State by providing it with trained manpower, modem and sophisticated
equipments, weaponry and oilier inputs. I am happy f) inform this august House
that 70I personnel enlisted for the 2nd IR Battalion have completed their
training and are positioned for duty. Addition of this trained manpower has
significantly increased the effective strength of the State Police Foree, Under the
several programmes of modernization of the State Police Force, the Mizoram

_ -::.P~HceoC'.ontjrrnes to underscore that necessity of better mobilitv communication. .. '

equipments, arms and ammunitions and better housing facilities. Ivly Government
continues to address the issuea relating to the security of Lengpui air-vorl and
issues relating to fire services, jails, traffic management and crime investigation.
Efforts are also on for makina the Forensic Science Laboratory fullv eouioeed....... • • ...........t'.i
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5. . Our initiatives, towards improvement of coWlitions in various jails of
.·)vllzoram has been' vigorously pursued•.'A Perspectiy~ .. Plan for modernisation of

jails with an outlay of Rs. 17.76 crore has aIteady been drawn up and
submitted to the Ministry of Home Affairsforsanctlon. Water supply syRte'l'ns in
Central Jail" in Aizawl iltld District .Jails in Saiha and Champhai have been
improved. Conventional use of firewood has tOtally been replaced by domestic
cooking gas in'alFth.e jails within Mizor.mn. rIn order to sensitise prisoners
t;QW~ds the necessity of leading ',dignifie(t. ~f~! inside and outside the jail,
VaD()us workshops for training .'. of prisoners .in.· .•.tp\des like carpentry, weaving and
tailoring have been introduced 'inCentral Jail in Aizawt:

6. My Government is fully aware of the invaluabl~ 8~~Ce rendered by the
armed forces: personnel. Tbroughthe active intervention ·of.the, 'Directorate of
Sainik Welfare and. Resettlement,. my Government has .~~.'exteIfam~)\velfare
services to the fafuilie9 and children of ~x·servieemen..>f lVIiZorani and to retired
ex.servic~enftherliselve8. This year, weh.'we been successful in' securing
i'~mployments toa ~otal of 225 boys 'and girls in the three Services and in the
Coast Guard formation.

7. 'Pilling the current year, myGovernm~nt ~s.!provided·basic advanced
training to 114 Home Guard volunteers and refresilefcourse to 110 more in the
Central Traming Institute, SesltWllg:' 86 peTscwne1 of Excise l)eParlmenf··have also
undergone an addvanced training of three months' duration. The' Central Training
InStitute has also taken up .the Watershed Development Project with an "assistance
provided by the 'Government' of 'India for pla.n~tio!lof fruit.~a..~trees.

. '. .. . .. ; ,"~

8. I am also happy to inform you that the ov~all availability of Ioodgrains
and other essential commodities in the State has been setisfactory, .Foodgrains
received during the year under theunational·programmes known as Sampooma
Grameen RozgarYojapa .(SOR~"), ·and,.ihe 1\1idday ~J~l fof. .. School Children have
contributed, .to .a .lilrge exteri~irr 'ensurillg incr~ avilability or. foodgrains in
the, State. My;Govemment \\Iill.continue.to. make efforts to streamline'the Public
,DistnblJtion SYstem even more 'to ensure ea.~an~ uninteml}lted Impply of
essential commodities '1.0 the people living in .each and every comer of fhe State.
With the unrelenting effortsof my Govemment, cooking gas has now been made
abundantly available in the stale.

9. ~1y Government 'continues to' remain alert ag~:iQst adulteration of food
itoms,petrolcum products, cement and cooking gas. The Legal Metrology Wing
has alreadv been armed with 20 S'(;f~ of'vcritiMJion 100h tOr' (n~'ih1 ~~i

" " . J. "

quantity checking of petroleum.products..
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Honour~i'Members are aware 'of "'thel"fact. that almost all the States
of the Indian Union: are facingetctremepressl1fQ on their State Exchequer,
particularlY 01). ".: theit'jtrevenueaccount. Such,:,press~, .. in many cases, have
resultedinsl1diUW','Q(;their position to thebtIDk ,,,of withholding of salaries of
their .employ~~~,. ..•. I am happy to inform you that·· my'. Governtrient, by exercising
extreme, caution, .has eIl8uredet.li~igntfiscalmanagement and has never allowed
.itsfinancial position to deterioffitei9 such an extent. I would like to share with

.jyou'rnygratitude to the CentrslGovemment for exteasicnof their pro-active and
generous support to my GovetMlent byuninterrupted flow of Nanna! Central
Assistance necess~ for' carryiJlS~!, various initiati¥~s of .my Government,
Release of a Special Central AMistanceof Ra 48.42 crore to the State has
provided a great deal. of relief. On the other hand, my Government is seriously
bent upon reachWg its objectiv~s of reducing-sevenue expenditures. Apart from
adopting various ·.pther. economic .iaeasures, very recently, my.·.Government has
approved the RecolI)JILendations of t~e Committee for Identification of
Government Vehicle~Jqr,_Disposal. .Ihis .will.enable the Government to dispense
with not less than 1000.vehicles from its. fleet and will also greatly enable the
Government to regulate' the.' n!Ullber of Oovernmem. vehicles in years to come,
thereby reducing Government expenditure to a significant extent With the same
objective, my Government has also approved the Special Voluntary Retirement
Scheme for those. drivers, handymen anddespatch-riders who are likely to be

'rendered sillplus .due to these novel initiatives of the State Government. It is
~~e¢ngJo kn.ow.tl~the Gov~rmt of India (has well appreciated our
endeavours and.has~dy remitted,q~i@Jf request, a.sum ofRs. 70.00 crore to
the State Exche,quer for implementing; t.lw: stated Special Voluntary Retirement
Scheme. " ..~. .; ' ,.",>".',,'

f

11. My Government will continlle tore~ive funds from the Central
Government under fhevarious programm~S,j ;9f the"Celltral Ministries and under
the Non LapsablePool of Central Resoure~s @"LPQR),1rly Government will
continue, as ever before.., .to pose viable project-proposals to the Central Ministries
for getting a fair share of Cep.tral assistance <:ut of the 10% of Plan fund
reserved ill various Mllllstrie~ for development .• of the North East Region and will
continue to draw in .more and more Central.resources for accelerating the
process of development of MizoI"affi in various. sectQfS.

12. As often stated in the earlier Sessions of this Assembly, my Govermnent
continues to assign its highest priority to achievement of self-sufficiency in
production of foodgrain, The various initiatives taken by the State Government in
promoting faster growth in the fields of agriculture and horticulture will receive
greater degree of acceleration through the recently launched family-oriented self
sufficiency programmes under the ambitious Mizoram Intodelhna Project (NllP).
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This programme has 'laid a speeial": emp~is on s~rtl~ufficiency in foodgrains,
. -pulses, . oilseed, fruits and spices of divergent kind~"Tl1isprogramme will also

pave the way for crop diversification and will ,~lsogra"duaIiy lead the fanners to
switch over to settled methods of cultivationwith higher assured returns. This
programme will assist 21812 families of rural farmers in the current year and
willcover additional 25000 more in the next year. A sum of Rs. 20.00crore has
already been provided for Uris special progrilIIU11e for the current financial year.

'13. Our normal programmes of bringing more areas under Wet Rice
Cultivation (WRe), replacing 10w~yielding local paddy". seeds by,high-yielding
varieties, enhancing- ofcrop intensity and gradual shift' to me~ed agriculture
wherever the terrain permits, will continue simultaneously. Recent establishment
of Agricultural District at Champhai and an Agricultural,_:'~ub-Division at
Khawzawland shifting of Office ofthe District Agriculture.. Officer,.:Aizawl West
to Mamit·will add further strength to our continued effort .. to" "bring agriculture
extension services of my Govemmen, to th~doorsfups of the rural farmers.

. dL~jL

14. For the benefit 'of rural cultivators~$mphasis is alsoIaid on, development
of irrigation facilities,dwherever table land and terrain are found suitable. Several
prqiects taken up in thiS· year wid&" the Accelerated' Irrigation Benefit Programme
(AmP) 'and unaer Loan As~tance programme of,.. Rural Infrastructure

" Development FUIld'(RlDF)-IX Dt#elopment' (NABARD) Will .'ensure irrigation of
1459 hectares of rural areas of Mizoram .: this year. argamc farming, which
invariably 'will .results in .... e6mpetitive,' advantage, of MizormA...produces, will
receive special attention:

c'TM"'Blo-Fertilher

Production Uliitt:it· ..Sihphir will
t augment the use of orgariicffertiliser int!te State. A network of.wareholises and

rural and primar{marketS'are al$O in an intense process ofdevelopment in all
the key stations of Mizoram, .. Attempts are currently underway' for invoking
intervention, worth Rs, 7.14 crore, under the Market. Intervention Scheme of
the Ministry of Agriculture to assist the fa1'n1etS in marketing their ginger
produces at a remunerative-price. My 'Government is aware that there is an
urgent necessity of developing a ch'ain of cold storages in the State for
increasing the<shelf-liflf"bF ourbigbly'perishable agriculture and horticulture
produces. This issue will"be addreSsed by my GO\ emment with right earnest

{

15. The Department of. Co-operation will continue to support different co·
operative societies engaged in 'agriculture and allied activities and other co
operative federation- by providing them with generous financial assistance. The
Department will also continue to impart training and education on co-operative
behaviours and on the economic benefits that can be derived through co
operative movements. The Department has also continued to provide the services
of making essential fuel like petrol, diesel and kerosene oil as well as domestic
cooking gas available without interruption to the consumers of Mizoram,

......6/·
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16. Recognising .'tlle', inh~l"ent.;s.~el1ti~ls: end0'Y:ed by nature _to Mizoram,
adequate emphasishas;a1so ooen given tQ horticulture development. -- Needy
farmers have been provided with tools and implemenis, My Govemrnent.ceatirmes
to promote direct participation of fanners:ul:iGonstroction of link roads-under the
programme of prqyiding horticulture potent'al area connectivity 11l'rtltal:areas.
Infrastructure of,.- the Horticultur~ .DepartmeJlt ;have 'i~eel1 strengthened h1J. Lunglei,
Saiha, Haul~'Nflg, Ngopa, N.Vanlaiphai, Reiek, 'Ihingfal and Tuidam and such
programme of! str~ngt4~ninghorticulture "~llr~structure will continue in the next
year. The b~~fits/ of. 'Tech.l1ofogylVfissionfor Development of Horticulture in rile
North Eastern. Region has already added _.a new dimension to our initiative in
this field. Various :Mini-MissiOns'" under the.<Technology Mission.vwhich have
been launched. in Mizoram, have already . paid rich dividends tomnners. The
Department will also continue to educate fanners. through various-awareness
programmes. Under this Mission, Area Expansion Scheme tor .varioug2Horticulture
crops have been •.• ~lemented during 2002.2003 covering 2233 hectares and
concrete-jtepe have;been taken for conlinercW:~roduci.ion. of anthurium flowers.
Under ~'i:MissioJJ, community water harves~g'facilities" for presiding irrigation
during dry season have been created at various places and such facilities have
now· .covered a total area of lOOhe~tares.. E$tablish.fllent of Model Floriculture
Centre, Plant Health Clinic Laboratory?~d Leaf Analysis Laboratory m'e
underway. To boost up mushroomproduction, Integrated .Mushroom Centres are
being established at Chite, Lunglei and Champhai. Jhumland Development
Programme havebeen launched in 20 villages of Aibawk RD. Block and in 43
villages of Thingdawl R.D. Block. During 2003·2004, emphasis \\1Ullbe given on

. production of market oriented produces such as grape, citrus, banana, coffee,
blackpepper and bird's eye chilly. To produce quality.seedlings, nurseries will be
established under public and private sectors. .Diherent pla1lting tools and
implements will be provided at subsidised rates.

17. My Government is aWa!eofthe great potentialities of8ericulture in
Mizoram in providing employment oPPWiwrities aug economic wellbeing to the
rural .familiea of Mizoram. Under the active' 'initl~tive I:>f my Government, the
Ministry .of Rural Development, Government; of India, has approved our
Sericulmre Development Projects for all theJ District Councils of Mizoram.
First phase of the project will coveruZOQ.hectares pf land eachjn Lai, Mara,
and Chakma Autonomous District ·.CQW1cils. 'The··Government of India has
already released Rs. 1.07 crore for each project.

........7/·



In our continuous 'ebdeavour to attain self-sufficiency .in milk production,
-wqrkson 5000 ltrs, Capacity Daily Plant at Kolasib has started with 100%
central assistance under Integrated Dairy Development Programme. With funds
provid~d-Lunder Non: Lapsable Pool of Central Resources, projects of
~~obili~tion and-Development of Animal Feed and Fodder Resources and
q~'f\elopment.of Sustamable Base for Pig Production are vigorousry lakm 1.~p
(Uld;;thes~ two projects will ensure enhanced availability of animal feed ;0 f'at'.Q

,-:Xarm~~ and" hygienic meat products to the consumers of Mizoram. Constroc.icn
, ,of Y-eterip~ Dispensary Building at Kawrtethawveng has been comple+ec

COnstruction 'of Rural Animal Health.Centres at Kawlkulh, Sairang, Hortoki and
KaWn,p~k,~ed .out witfun tflls,year,.., ,will continue .jo strengthen the
infr'ast.ruc~ and:will also enable: the- rural"farmers to deriv~nextension services
from. these Centres.'],WT':;- \'T~U'::

',,:: '.t.;
,';-.:\

IS,

~:'r~?<"~L":r: !f;:rp.e ~leof Mizoram have all along felt.the shortage:Qf power in the
:. ..:l~ Sw.~LfUi4 have st[OIlgl! felt ",the: necessity ."ofdeveloping ", our .own sources of

ppwer;yijot;l' only . for ·domestic--bOnsumption but for ;lndus1rial and other
"deve,!oj)mentputpoSts:aS"jweUrI '~_~~ppy. toinf'~ .Jouthat the unrelenting
efforts..made ·.•• hy i my;;I'(}0verlntlent '~'~~'b,r()~ght about ..happy ·..··results. With the
recent issue of en:W1"On1nent and r6Ye~t Cl'&ra:nces by the Ministry:of Environment
and Forest, decks have now been cleared for setting up our own 80 MW
Bairabi Hydel Project, which rightlyiul8.,~~~~~La. great deal of public interest
in the State, 'My; 6overnmentC]taltesn specU1l piide intrully appreciating the
n,ecessity .of:this .project at)d iiS:'itDhiense potentials of transforming the entire
economic picture -of Mizorara, In Order to enable tl,le State to swiftly embark on
construction activities withoUt any loss of time, ,.\ny Government will leave no
stone untamed to source _§sary funds for, this ·project. Works on development
of. another 22.92 I\1W Bairabf['I1n~.,al) P~oject··· is: making steady progress and the
Prpject .is expected to beeobipleted\:by\ OCt~ber .2003. Works on 12 MW Serlui
'B'.ffydel Project have alsobeentStatfed and the rehabilitation works on this
proj~c(are in an advanced stage of dOnipletion. I'UProveDJ'~t19ftI:at1s1llission and
distrioutionsystems will alsolic~¢;-'Bi~J~yside. With;su¢h>iriitiatives of my
Govemmen4\th~:. power situation in . Mizoram is all setfor &:!great deal of
improvement .,8'>011.
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20, NIv Government continues to attach great Unportance to suply of safe
drinking water to the urban and rural population alike. A composite water supply
scheme for Bilkhawthlirand Chhimluang, at the cost of Rs. 112. crore, for a
population of 7100, has already been commissioned in April 2002. Another water
supply scheme for Ratu with an outlay of Rs. '1.08 crore for feeding a
population of 3500 has also been completed and inaugurated in May, 2002. The
composite Vairengte water supply scheme, taken up at-a cost of Rs. 3.23 crore,
designed to cater to the needs of 5600 population, was also inaugurated in
December, 2002. Very recently, Hnahlan water supply scheme, taken up at the .
cost of Rs. 1.37 crore for feeding a population of 3600, has been inaugurated.'
All thel80 targeted habitations will be covered withi.."l this year, -under Rural
'Vater Supply Programme with an outlay of Rs.. 4:~O crore. Composite KawPuL
water supply scheme, installation of booster pump at Serchhip Vengthar, shifting
of sub-station of Greater Kolas~b Water ~upply Scheme, improvement and
renovation of Aizawl Water S:upply Scheme Phase - ~. with target~"dis~bution

in. Ramhlun North area, distribution network of Khawzawl Water Augmentation
Scheme and improvement of existing Water Treatment Plant of .Aizawl .. Water
SupplyScheme with an overall outlay of Rs. 8.22 crore aretaken-up i.un4~rJhe

UrbapWater Supply Scheme and works are progressing well. During the' next
year, 130 habitations will be covered under Rural' Water SuPPly and Rural
Sanitation Programme involving Rs. 10.07 crore, Works on Greater Mamit Water
Supply Scheme and, Kawrthah Water Supply Scheme 'Will be started in the ne>:t,.
year.

21. ill our continuous endeavour towards faster development of basic road and
building infrastructure in the State, we have attained unprecedented achievements.
My Government can now boast of being the torchbearer of the North East
Region in sourcing funds from the World Bank<for road projects. J\1y
Government bas availed a World Bank loan Of Rs. 350.00 croref.~r

improvement of 184.00 Km ,JQIlg..stretches of state roads and rehabilitation and
maintenance of 520.00 kms ofXoaqs within the State. Honourable Members may
recalIthat this Project was fo~y.·launchedon 17th August 2002. Under this
Project, works have already started on A!za:w'lL'Thenzawl-Buangpui (99 KIDs),
Damdiai-Sialsuk (30 kms), Kawlkulh-Ngopa-Tuivai (96.625 kms) Khawzawl-Biate
and Chekkawn-North Vsnlaiphai (77 kms) and Lungsen-Chawngte (47.67 kms)
stretches. Remaining works of improvement, covering 85 kms and of
maintenance, covering 269.13 kms, will be taken up in Phase-Il starting from the
next year. This World Bank project indeed is a laurel in the cap of the State
Government.
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22. Road laying initiatives of my Government ate not confined to World
Bank roads alone. In our unrelentingmarch towards linking 100% of our rural
villag~~,'Z9 other roads are taken up under Pradhan ,!vfantri Gram Sadak Yojana

,(plVIGSY) within this year and formation cutting of a combined length of
172.60 Kms'" have already been completed. Proposals for 14 other roads with a

,. total's~et9hof 184.98 Kms, costing Rs. 24.28 erore, are under active
consideratibn qfthe Government of India and 16 more road projects, covering
23133 kIDs, worth, Rs, 44.39 crore, are under submission. Apart from these
stretches, Aizawl-Reiek-WJ,ungdar road (40 kms) and Rawpuichhip-Buarpui road
(90 kms) are taken up during this year .under NABARD loan 'and works Me 111
good progress. During 2003 - 2004, Rs. 8.52 crore worth •of works under
NABARD loan will be taken up for completion of these roads. Under North
Eastern Council (1\TEC) scheme, bla~k-tppping of 32 kms long Zamuang-Hriphaw
road is nearing completion. Under Economic and Inter-state Importance Scheme
of Government of India, construction of Kawlchaw-Tawngkawlawng road (16
kms), costing Rs. 10,01 crore, construction of a bridge over R.Tuichang near
Hnahthial on Hnahthial-Thingsai road with an outlay of Rs. 2.80 crore and a
bridge over R'Ilawng on Aibawk-Darlung Road, with anoutlay ofRs, 2.08 crore,
are making good progress. These works, however, will spill over to the year
2003-2004 and will be completred in the same year. An 82 metre long bridge
over R.Tuivai, under construction with an outlay ofRs.3.07 crore, is nearing
completion. On completion, this bridge will enable us to have a better
connectivity with our neighboUl"ing State of Manipur. Our porposal of widening
the :;xisting, Bawng~awn-D~l8;~oad' at~! cost of Rs. 7.00 crore is expected to
be cleared by the' Government of 'India seen, We have very recently received a
sanction of Rs. 5.18 crore for the on-going State Capital Project.

23, During the current year, the Public Works Department is set to start
works on multi-storey quarters for Assembly staff, staff quarters at Laipuitlang,
Speakers bungalow and staff quarters at Tuilchuahtlang. Construction of 3 blocks
of new Secretariat buildings at Khatla has started and All India Services (AIS)
Transit Accommodation is nearing completion. Construction of New Raj' .Bhawan
has started and works on District Judges bungalows and Senior Judges bungalows
will start very soon. All these works will spill over to the year 2003-2004. The
Government Housing Project consisting of 788 dwelling units, undertaken at
Khatla through National Building Construction Corporation (1";13CC), has also
made visible progress. Fly-over Project over Khatla is alsoexpected t.o start very
soon. The Government of India has also sanctioned our propsal for construction
of Aizawl City Centre at the cost of Rs. 12.36 crore.

.. ..... 10/-



- 10-

24. With an objective of providing better healthcare tc the people of
Mizoram, emphasis has been laid on development of health sector infrastructures.
Construction of 200-bedded hospital at Lunglei is well underway. Attempts are
on to make a 50-bedded interinJ"h9spital functional as a precursor to a full
fledged 30p-beddeq State Refeml1 Hospital at Falkawn. Construction of Rural
Health. Training Centre at .Thingsult1,ll1a.h IS expected to be completed shortly.
Construction of •building forLinstaUatio~,-of CT Scan facility in Aizawl Civil
Hospital has been completed 'and' the IIiachlne is expected to be commissioned
shortly. Satisfactory progress has also been made in establishment of Regional
Diagnostic Centres atChamphai and Lunglei under grants provided by the
Eleventh F~ce,.Commission. In order to proJlide early detection of cancer on
our home ground, equipmentsare being procured for .setting up an Oncology
Wing and Mammography UnitinAizawl CivilB?~pit.~l under the Government. of
India assistance...• UnderNABARD loan assistance, ··Medi~l. Gases Pipeline System
is being set up in Aizawl.iCivil Hospital. FQfscientitlc disposal of medical
waste, modem incinerators-are being installed' in Aizawl and Lunglei Civil
Hospitals. In order to .respondqaicklyto accident and emergency cases, Trauma
Centres are also being set up in Lunglei and Aizawl.

25. TIle World Health Organisation cWHO) has now become a major
contributor in strengthening rour hospital machinery in Aizawl for Disaster
Management and for improving .our state of preparedness in such eventualities.
10 new Sub-Centres will also be vcompleted within this year. 2 Community
Health Centre (CHC) buildings at Mamit and Ihenzawl under State P:JI1 and
one more at Chawngte under Border Ara Development Programme (BAUP)
have' been .completed. Primary Health Centre (PRC) building at Pangzawl and
Sialhawk have also .been completed. A IO-bedded Maternity Centre at ITI Veng,
Aizawl has been completed alongwith attending 25 staff quarters. Under Pradhan
Mantri GramodaaYojana (pMGY), 30-bedded CHC at Thingsulthliah and a PHC
at Sihphir are proposed and works on these projects will commence in the next
year. .District Mental Health Centre has also been set up at Aizawl Civil
Hospital.iOur proposals for construction ofan Intensive Care Unit,(ICtJ) at
Aizawl atthe cost ofRs. 1.42 crore and for construction of an Outdoor Patients
Department (OPD) iII Civil Hospitalat the cost of Rs. 3.71 crore have-also been
sanctioned under the NLPCR. A very encouraging Health Mela; sponsored by
the Government of India was organised in Aizawl in October 2002, where
expert physicians from reputed institutions like All India Institute of)Medical
Sciences (AIDvfS),· Regional Institute of Medical Science (RIIvfS) and Guwahati
Neurological Research Centre (GNRC) actively participated side by side.with our
own medical professionals. During the Mela, a total of 21592 medical cases
were investigated for diagnosis and treatment.

...... 11/-
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26. A high level of literacy in Mizoram is recognised allover. Realising the
need for further improvement of the physical condition of our elementary and
secondary schools, my Government has successfully launched the Elementary
School Improvement Project· (ESIP) and the Secondary School Improvement
Project (SSIP)?under which,' 1683 schools have been covered with an outlay of
Rs. 33.48 crore. 23 additional school buildings have been constructed under the
grants provided by the Eleventh Finance Commission. During the current fiscal
year, ,the national 'programme of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan has been launched in
Mizoramwith the sanction of Rs. 16.02 crore from the Government of India.
This will cover District Elementary Education Plan prepared for each, district of
Mizoram Increasing importance has been assigned to education and training of
teachers through active interventions of our professional institutions like SCERT,
DillT and 'crE, where, this year alone, a total of 209 teachers ranging from
primary level to post graduation level have received professional teacher training
capsules. An added momentum has been given to Hindi education and
propagation by appointment of 99 high school and 173 middle school teachers
during this year. Our steadfast effort to provide computer-literacy for vocational
purposes has now been strengthened by the scheme of Computer Literacy and
Studies in Schools (CLASS), which aims at providing training of students in
trades like stenography and typing.

27. My Government has continued to provide merit and special sholarships to
students 'apart from providing SPOnsOlships and scholarships to students pi rsuing
studies ill Sainik Schools, RTh1C Dehradun, Banasthali and" to children ofarmed
forces. A total of 6895 such scholarships to middle school and high school

l students have been provided this year. In the year 2003-2004, apart from making
similar efforts, 17490 poor students in elementary schools will be provided with
school uniforms free of cost.

28. During the current year, 13410 students have been assisted with Post-
Matric Scholarships and 154 more have been given Post-Matric Merrit
Scholarships. It is heartening to know that more and more candidates from
Mizoram are forthcoming for Civil Services Examinations conducted by the
Union Public Services Commission. This year alone, we have given cash
incentive to 15 .such candidates for passing. such examinations. 25 other students ,
have also received Mizoram Research Fellowship. A total of '21 students, sent to ,.
pursue Bachelor of Business Administration Course in Faridabad and Post
Graduate Diploma 'Course in Tourism and 'Future Management in Chandigarh,

. have also been paid stipens and book grants. Alota1 of 183 students have also
been 'senttovarious "engineering ahdfiledi@~ol1ege~during this year.

....... 12/·



· 12·

29. In our continued endeavour to provide supports to educational institutions
of higher levels, four private colleges have been amalgamated into two and
provided with grants-in-aid-under deficit system and one more private college
has also been so elevated. One· deficit: college is also proposed to be
provincialised during this year. Works on construction of Mizoram Hindi College
Complex at Durtlang and College of 'Teacher Education at Republic Veng have
made steady progress and both are expected to be completed next year. Under
the World Bank assistance of Rs, 35.00 erore, construction works of Mizoram
Polytechnic at Lunglei,Women Polytechnic at Aizawl and Directorate of
Technical Education at Chaltlang are being started. My Government has also
addressed the issues of nee-literate and school dropouts by opening 400
Continuing Education Centres and 40 Nodal Centres spread over Saiha,
Lawngtlai, Lunglei and Mamit Districts to eradicate illiteracy under Eradication
of Residual Literacy Project.

30. I would like to emphasise that initiatives taken by my Government
towards strengthening education and training infrastructure in Mizoram will
continue till Mizoram attains the highest level of literacy in the country.
Adequate emphasis will continue to be laid on development of a high degree of
academic excellence and high level of technical and professional literacy among
the upcoming youth of Mizoram. It is also a matter of great satisfaction that the
Mizoram Central University Complex at Tanhril is taking shape at a very fast
pace.

31. My Government is deeply committe ~ to the welfare and wellbeing of the
rural people of Mizoram and to their upliftment. My Government is also
consciously aware that the overall development of Mizoram cannot be achieved
without addressing the issues of rural development seriously. 479 families have
been-provided \\1t11 new dwelling houses and houses of 246 others have been
upgraded during this year under Indira Awaas Yoja118 (L~Y), Assistance to 2150
families for construction of dwelling houses have also been provided under
PMGY at the cost of Rs.6.26 lakhs diliifig' the current year. A total of 3.56
lakhs mandays and additional 3.26 lakhs mandays have been generated
respectively under SORY·! and SORY4lduring this year. This has prokvided an
enormous opportunity of rural employment in Mizoram. The foodgrains released
under these programmes also provided a great relief to the rural workers of
Mizoram by making additional quantity of foodgrains available to them. Under
Swamajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSy), 88 Self Help Groups have also
become active, contributing enormously in improving their members' economic
position through multiplier effect.

...... 13/·
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32. In order to ensure more and more percolation of the benefits of rural
development programmes of my Government, there is a proposal of increasing
the .. present number of Rural Development ,(RD) .. Blocks. My Govenunent has
already approved setting up of a RD .Block.at Bilkhawthlir. In order to address
various technical aspects ofconstruct1on activities;undertaken by RD Department,
my Government has also approve(f'cr~tion of an Engineering Wing, headed by
a Executiw'd3llgineer, in the Rtf Department. The State Institute of Rural
Development (SIRD) has also become functional in Kolasib.

33. Initiatives taken under the Border Area Development Programme (BADP)
continues to strengthen rural infrastructure like .truckable .and jeepable roads,
community halls, school buildings and .playgroundajn all the 12 RD Blocks
falling in ,the proximity" of our international borders with Myanmar and
Bangladesh. From this year, the RD Department ~s also undertaken plantation
of fruit-bearing trees in these Blocks under BADP. 7. yillages ofMamit area and
11 villages .of Serchip area have now taken up horticulture, soil conservation and
other cultivation activities through community participation under Integrated
Wasteland Development Programme (IWDP). This particular programme has a
target of development of 8000 hectares and 7995 hectares of land respectively
in Mamit andSerchhip at tile respective cost of Rs.4.80 croreand Rs. 4.79
crore. In the forthcoming year, 2150 rural families. will ,be given assistance for
construction of new houses and existing houses of .·,1230 families will be
upgraded..RD .Department will also ec.bark .on .the schemeof providing potential
area connectivity from the year 2003·2004. "his connectiyityprogramme· has ,.ll

outlay of.Rs. 76.00 crore spanningover a period of 3 years. In,the next year,
all tae RD programmes will continue to provide benefits to the people of the
areas covered by such programmes.

34. .In order to augment the supply offish production of Mizoram, 118.46
lakhs fish seed have been distributed at subsidised rate to the fish farmers
of Mizoram during the current year. 4 fieh-seed farms have been
constructed and 3 more are nearing completion-under the funds provided
by the .Government of India under~LPCR. A total of 163' hactres of
water area has been brought under pisciculture within this year. All

a~ditiona1 340 hectares will be brought under this programme through
FIsh Farmers Development Agency and 65 hectares more will be covered
by NEC assistance during the next year.
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35, My Government continues to attach a .gre,at importance to the protection
of our forest wealth and our pure and pristine environment The Department of
Environment. and Forest of my Government. 'has engaged itself in afforestation
and reclamation of degraded lands through active involvement of 15 Forest
Development Agencies under the National Afforestation Programme. DUring the
current year, the Department. has taken up the task of afforestation of 10980
hectares of land covering 230 villages of Mizoram, Under the Green Mizoram
Programme, 4.00 lakhs saplings have been plant.ed through individual initiatives
and the initiatives of Government Agencies and NGOs. In order to ensure
scientific management of our existing forest, my Government has obtained the
approval of the Government of India to the Working Plans and Schemes in
respect of 5 Territorial Forest Divisions of Mizoram, drawn up by the
Department on the directives of the honourable Supreme Court ofIndia, enabling
us once again to resume timber operation to meet the timber demand of the
local people at reasonable price. .

36. Anticipating a gregarious bamboo flowering during the year 2005 - 2007,
my Government 'isactively engaged in planning technical strategy for maximum
extractionand utilisation-cf .our rich bamboo resources. Under the Bamboo
DevelQpmentProgramme; my Government is intent OIl providing good
quality seedlings both of indigenous and exotic species, to farmers for
plantations.rMy Government, in its continuous endeavour to ensure scientific
management of our enormous bamboo resources, has also announced tile Bs.nboo
Policy of Mizoram very recently. The For st Department has also earned a
revenue of Rs, 1.70 crore during L.1z currentyear through sale of forest mahals
and giants of forest permits. In the next year, the emphasis of my Government
on the stated initiatives 'Will continue. We also have a programme of setting up
a Tissue Culture Laboratory and a Bamboo Research Centre under the aegis of
tile Central Forest Training and Research Institute. My Government will continue
to have an effective surveillance and protection of our wildlife and will
resolutely protect our wildlife sanctuaries.

15'....... 1 1-
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37. Keenly aware of the potential and vital role that small industries can play
for rapid economic development aud in providing large scale employment
opportunities to the people of Mizoram, particularly to the educated unemployed
youth, my Government bas been&.~Jvely promoting small sale as well as village

-and cottage level industries. TIle Department of Industries bas also taken up the
projects ofdevelopment ofthe Industrial Growth Centre (lGC) at Luangmual with
a Central assistance of Rs, 15 crore and the Export Promotion Industrial Park
(EPIP) at Lengte near Aizawl Airport with a similar assistance of Rs. 10 crore.
Construction of a network of internal road within the IOC has been completed
and 'land development works will follow soon with an amount of Rs. 1.80 crore
recently released by the Government of India. Taking over of land at Lengte
from 115 landholders will be completed soon and my Government will be in a
position to develop this area for the proposed EPIP. "Ihe MIFCO has been
declared.ae a nodal agency for execution of Industrial Food Park Project in
Cbhingchhip-attheCost of Rs. 4 crore sanctioned by the Government of India.
Foundation stone for setting up an Industrialfufrastructure Development Centre
(TIDe), to be executed through the intervention ofZIDCO, has already been laid
at Pukpui, Lunglei We have also made a significant progress towards setting up
a Bamboo Processing Industrial Unit "at Sairang under a joint collaboration of the
Bamboo. Development Agency and an" Export Oriented Industrial Unit of Falta
Special Economic Zone of West Bengal. 'The Department of Development of
North East Region of the Government of India has already released an assistance
of Rs, 3 crore for development of one more similar unit. Proposal of my
Government for construction of link reads le; ding to various bamboo cluster areas
at the cost of Rs. 12.10 crore is 111s0 under active consideration of the
Government of India. These roads will c. ..ontribute obstantially in extraction of
marketable bamboo wealth of Mizoram and also will open a new vista for
induction of different "varieties of hybrid bamboo #1 Mizoram. The Geological
and Mining Wing of the Department of Industries is engaged in tapping the
hidden wealth of Mizoram. The Wing has already indentified several deposits of
sandstone and shell limestone in several parts of our State and a programme of
their extraction for commercial use is planned by" my Government. It is very
heartening to mow that the-Ministry of -petroleum has issued petroleum license
for exploration of our hydrocarbon deposits in one of the identified Blocks of
Mizoram. My Government will resolutely continue to take accelarated initiative
for exploration of other Blocks and other potential areas of Mizoram,
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38. In our continuous endeavour give adequate-thrust to Development of
Information Technology (IT) and IT penetration, my GOVeITll11el1i has already
commissioned 23 Community Information Centres ill RD Blocks and newly
created District Headquarters..Under the grants provided by the Eleventh Finance
Commission, we have made a significant progress in setting up District Centres
for Computer Education for SchoolChildren in all the District Headquarters of
Mizoram, These centres "Win be commissioned shortly. My Government has also
undertaken an extensive programme of imparting IT Entrepreneur Development
Programme (EDP) through ZENICS with a financial assistance provided by the
Ministry of Information Technology. EvGovemance Plan fix the State has been
drawn up and submitted to the Government of India for providing necessary
technical and financial assistance. ZENICS has also been entrusted 'with a very
professional and responsible work of preparation of photo indentity cards for the
voters of Mizoram.

39. Being aware of the commitments enshrined in the Mizoram Peace
Accord, my Government has continued to pursue its programme of development
of Border Trade Centres at Zokhawthar on India - Myanmar border and at
Kawrpuichhuah on India· Bangladesh border. The Border Road Organisation,
entrusted with the works of development of such centre at Zokhawthar, has
recently completed architectural designs and layout plans for construction of a
Composite Land Customs Station building at Zokhawthar at an estimated cost
of Rs, 2 crore provided by the Min.stry of Commerce, Government of India.
Construction activities on this Centre are e>'1J .eted to start very soon. A technical
consultancy firm is also engaged '-'UJ.~'"J. ..Ui in formulating a contour survey report
and t. layout plan for similar trade centre at Kawrpuichhuah, Approach road to
Kawrpuichhuah, under construction with the funds provided under BADP, is
expected to be completed very soon Intense interactions \\'ith the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India are going on in our efforts to convince the
Government of Bangladesh to open .up their Land Custom Station at Thegamukh
on Bangladesh territory opposite to our Land Custom Station at Tlabung
(Kawrpuichhuah). This is one of the burning agenda in the forthcoming Secretary
Level India - Bangladesh Trade Talks to be held in New Delhi in the later part
of March this year. The Mizoram Intodelhna Project Marketing Board has also
taken several initiatives to facilitate export of ginger and raw bamboo poles from
Mizoram to Bangladesh through custom clearances respectively at Tlabung on
India side and at Rangamati on Bangladesh side. Several traders and members of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce have also ShO\\Tl keen interest on such
prized produces of Mizoram.

.. ... 17/-
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40. .Recognising theto~sf potentialities of. the State ..·6£ ..'Mizoram, my
Government ha8tl1aoe. utmost endeavour torriarket tourismofNfizoram to the
other States of'fudia' an(fritii~r countri.~s abroad.·;,With the uD.prov~ineilt of flight.
frequencies froni:.3.' to 6:' in. a week between AizawF.and. Ko1kafu, the flow of

• inbound tourist is':expected to increase tremendously.''f!le Department of Tourism
has successfully participated in Travel and Trade:,F,atfs in Bangalore. Chcnnai
and Ne\y Delhi. We also participated in theWo~14·1r~~e Mart held in London
in November, 2002 with an objective of gaining .eXposur~;outside thecoullhy ~:tl
collaboration with the Mizoram Central UniversitY and the Institute of Tourism
and Future Trends of Chandigarh, the I)eparun~tlf'~s actively contributed in
exposing our educated youth to ,the ":atm0sphere; of national leverbusiness 0['

tourism and hospitality managefuent. Iris heartemng to knowthat r1nor~ thail 30
~f: ;ou.r ,young boys and girls could secure ,.'. placements in tourism aI!(:gospitality
setvices outside the State within thls year. The Depart1nem'·;.will'··continue to
make. dynamic apprQachesJ9\Vards .providing. more and rlioreemployment
opportunities to ourupcc)J'nipg' eql1.~tedyouth in'fhis lugh profile profession. My
Government will continue to .develop·-tourism infrastructure in the State to
effectively cope up with the rising inflow of tourist in Mizoram,

41. ,OUradveP.~()us;and:topvIU'd~lookin6Youth and sportsmen have made us
extte¢ely proud' bY"earniiig~' fnnUmerable~ laurels in the"fields of sports Wstate,
natlonal. and int~tioD41le~ernieets" and competitions."Mostprominenf among
th6m .has, been .... ·th~., ldistingqUished... ,victory in theSubroto .: Mukheijee Cup
Football 'Ioumamentin December 2002. We also won Gold Medal in \Vemen
;Boxi1tf"~t:yg&ryitF theNationEd,Oanles,200~ .held at Jlyderabad.L.EightScouts
and Guides :iD.cluding two lead~JroIll' Mizoram representedIndia in the 20t11

World Scouts Jamboree held in 'l1iailand in January, 2003. Similarly, two Scouts
and one Guide participated in S~C Friendship Camp held in Maldives Island
in the Indian Ocean in FebruatY;~'2003. It is a matter of pride for the State to
host the National Women Boxit~;Cbampionsbip on' our OV1Il home ground in
Aizawl very recently. Understanding the 'inherent strength .and potentialities of
our youth and sportspersons, my Government will continue. to build up different
kinds of sports iIlftastructure within the State for promotion of sports and youth
activities and continue to. participate in national and ititernational level meets and
championships t?,r ..atta~ higher and higher achieve1llenw:;

........ 18/·
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My Gove~tllas .. given focussed attention-to development of the rich
culture and traditions of Mizoram by promoting different cultural activities within
the State and outside. For the first time, my Government organised Thalfavang
Kut in its .traditional manner. In order to preserve our historical landmarks and
monuments, my Government has taken up heritage protection scheme under the
grants provided by the Eleventh Pinance :omtnissioll. In order to make the
nation aware of our rich culture, Iv.[i'ioraID·CulturalTroupes have abo
participated in Inter-State Festivals outsi4e; M'iZoram! 'in different par: of the
country on 10 different oCC4ssionsdurihg'tllt~';ElL.1"fent year. 25 artistes from.
Mizoram also received training on dramatic tedttrique in the National School
Drama. New Delhi in October, 2002. In the year 2003-2004~ my Government
will continue to participate in national and international level cultural meet') and
also proposes to promote cultural activities by organising cultural meets in
twelve different places within. Mizoram, National-Book Fair will be organised. ill
Aizawl With an active participatio« .of .Library· 'Association of-Mizoram, a
seminar of like-minded people will be·brganisoo in Aizawl. Heritage.aites will
be protected with greater vigour and beautificatron of such sites will·.~e carried
out during the next year. We have recently celebrated out greatesLpulturul
festival of Chapehar Kut in the most befitting manner. . .

Realisinghi.e necessity of gearing up the'T"State machinery tor the
fbrthcoming Election to the Mizoram Legislative Assembly: The Department. of
Election has vigorously taken up the task of issui1~g Eh:ctors Photo Identity
Card to the voters of Mizoram, So',far 3.34 Iakhs velectors have been
photographed and as many .asA~O()Q.Jndentity cards to voters of Assembly
constituencies have been dis~~ted. ':,:fhis programme vis'<expected to be
completed in the year 2003 - .2004:,"Electoral rolls' for Assembly Constituencies
have been finally published .in Januery 2003.

,

•

.14 . 'This year, under, .thefur.J.ds· provided by the Government of India, the
'Department of Labourand E~loyment has continued to impart training on 14
vocational trades in the 2qO·~pacity Industrial Tra'ning Institute (ITI) in Aizawl.
Under the similar assistan~;. the Department has undertaken the scheme of setting
up of 2 new ITIs in Lunglei and Saiha and has also initiated modernisation plan
for existing IT!, Aizawl in our unrelentingendeavour to provide assistance to
job seekers. The Department has also assisted the Mizoram Coaching Academy
for running coaching classes and for providing career guidance. The Department
proposes to setup a Special Employment Exchange in Aizawl, Lunglei and Saiha
for physically disadvantaged groups under assistance provided by the Government
of India.

...... 19/· ..
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45. MyGovernment has also unQe+1M7P- constructin activities of District Court,
buildings at' Kolasib, Saiha and Manlli' during the current year. This initiative
will cover ,all the District" headq~fs and all the autonomous .District Council
headquarters in' the next year. F~t 'Track Courts 'have been set up in Aizawl
and Lunglei under the grants provided: 'by the EleventbFinanceCcmmissicn On
the other hand, the Parliamentary Affairs Department has continued to oversee
the welfare..and wellbeing of the former Member of District Councils O\IDC)
and Memberof Regional Councils (MRC) and they have now been granted a
higher pension. Eligible family members of the deceased former ~1DCs and
MRCswill'be receiving a family ~ion of Rs. 2500 per month at a fixed rate,

46. , My ,Government has, afs0tlndertaken .the task of preparation of house site
plans for allotment of 2000 plots'tB)tbe landless families' of Mizoram. Summary
survey of agriculture land of IS' RD Blocks and survey'of bamboo development
projects have been carried out in several villages covering 3120 plots of lands.
During the next year, the Departmentef Land Revenue and Settlement will carry
out formulation of house site plans for 40\)0 plots of land with the similar
objective"and will alsoc~. out sUmmary survey ", .of agriculture land under
revision programme in,all"the 18 RD Slocks., Ca¥tra1 survey of villages and
townships, will continue: ,"~,'. Dep81lnt61t also .. l*oposes to carry out aerial
cadastral survey of lOOO sq' Pns.Qf selected areas'Within Mizoram.

...". .v.: •

47. Using Sattelite Remote Sensing Technol6gy,'Naturai Resources Information
System is being created in Lunglei, Salha and Lawngtlai District by the Science
andTechnology Wing. Works on environmental studies of Aizawl City using the

.same technology isinpt?Qress. ,In<collaboratioIiwith the,. National Council of
'Science Museums (NCS~iA:' I~ub-J<egional.$tience Centre is being established
at Berawtlang, Aizawl t9' J, p!6Yide ':recreatioitSl and educational facilities the
students and the generafpubllh.The Capital cost of this' project is Rs. 2.00
crores, 90% of which is providedlby the NCBrvI. TIle project is scheduled to be
completed within this year. '

4&. ,The Local Administration Department of my Government has been
assisting families of Government employees end other needy families by
providing loans for construction of" dwelling'hbuses. During the current year,
2416 Government employee's and 606 other beneficiaries have been provided with
such loans for construction of dwelling houses. In the year 2003-2004, my
Government proposes JJ provide housing loan to 2548 Government employees
and housing loan to 606 other beneficiaries. The Department has continued to
develop footpaths and pedestrian pavements within Aizawl and other towns during
the current year and the process Will continue in the next year; Under Urban
Poverty Alleviation Schemes, training in different trades have been provided to a
number of poor entrepreneurs of :Mizoram.

.......20/-
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"9Lf· • My Goverrunent':is;'ihlly aware of the necessity of providing relief to the
aged, persons with disability and to women and children of our society. The
focus of the Social Welfare Department during the.current year has been on
programmes relating to the rehabilitation of people with disabilities. :Under the
National Programme.for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities, multipurpose
rehabilitation .' work~rs and community bas~irehabilitation workers have been
Gppbintoo in the RD.blocks and villages to oversee, the welfare of such disabled
p~SGillL Special schools, vocational training .¢~JMt:~;s, workshops and facility ot
c.redit;.'schemes tv -. assistJh.em. have been: 2'»instituted. The Mizoram State
Disapilities Society ha also been setup.m '~~1iz9+llnl. For rehabilitationvof
substance abusers, a Drug Prevention Division ia..... being setup in the Social
Vlelfar~ Directorate soon. Three selected-Blocks of Tlangnuam, Thingdawl and
Lunglei will be covered by a Centrally Sponsored pilot project of
S\VAYAJ.vlSIDHA for socio-economic upliftment of" women with particular
reference to their political, social and c,vil rights. .

•

50. . Menace of drug trafficking and drug abuse and violation of prohibition
tiny Mve been-firmly dea1t,with~bymy Government. Besides regular surveillance,
hitense pressures have beel1.·1l1ounted on violators. 712 drug traffickers .and
abusers and 3240.· violators ofprohibition law have been apprehended. A revenue
of Rs, 1.35 erore.have been collected by the .. Excise Depaitment duriagvthe year.
My Govemmeatwill resolute.ly ensure similar measures' in the next-year to keep
menaces atbay.

f}!'J'.': :,i~,

Realising the social"'"COiiiliiitment,rof)ithe Mzoram State Transport, my
GOvernment has continued to'fpfoVidtf~ervices to various routes, many of which
have undoubtedly' been uneconomical, (However, considering the plight of the
poor rural commuters, the Department of Transport, will continue to ply buses in
all the identified .,. .rou'es. .Considering the congestion of Aizawl City, my
Government has apr.opos,af oroevelopIDg'$ijiItl1e!., State Bus Terminal at Aizawl
with anoutlay/of Rs. 9crate earma.rkedbythe.1N"EC for this work. There is f#so
a proposal of developing several parking lots in private sector in various pockets
of 'Aizawlsto ease the e;Qsting traffic 'congestion.

,,(

51. With the introduction of sales tax r?gitIle in... lVIizora~supplemented by ,
other taxes like entertainment tax and passenger goqd~. tax, my-Govemment has
been able to make an unprecedented collection of more than Rs. 20 crore this
year. The country will be shortly switching 9N~fe,~to yalue Added Tax (VA1')
regime; Under thene\Vr~gime,;the Centra1Ci9yetllffient'has taken a commitment
of' recovering- w~t~~~" s~ortag~tMtmay .occur in collection of': revenue in
comparison to the sales ta~;Jeg1tne,,,'(i .'f"

" ')-~, LHi

52.
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53. My Government has vigorously pursued its objectives of shifting the 1:
Assam Rifles Battalion from the congested heart of Aizawl City to nearby
Zokhawsang range. The approach road to the range and the internal road within
the new area have been developed satisfactorily by the Border Road Organisation.
It is e~..tpected that administrative and financial sanction for development of
building infrastructure on the-new sites for shifting the battalion will be accorded
by the Central Government soon.

5t I\Iy Government has also taken all ambitious tas~ of creating district
administrative buildings in all the five new districts of Mizoram with an amount
of Rs. 17 crore granted by the Eleventh Finance Commission, Works on this
pro.iect have progressed well and the entire project is ex-pected to be completed
within the next financial year.

55. It will no1'OO possible to highlight in all details the efforts made by my
Government through each and every Department However, I cannot remain
without mentioning the .contribution of the 0irectorate of Lotteries in collecting a
total revenue of over Rs. 5.50 crore till the middle of February this year. My
Government, in its endeavour to raise its own resources to the maximum level,
has also taken a decisionto introduce m on-line lottervfor collecting more and
more revenue for develoj;tnent purposes. The Mot.br. Vehicle Wing of the
TransportDepartment has1'also taken initiatives in collecting' taxes and fees, thus,
contributing substantially t~';our additional resources' g&1erationprogramme. The

• ,.' ...., ..".,1, ,.-. : -

Directorate' of,.Accorihf ~d Treasuries; .of my Government has undertaken the
onerous task of n~v1s16nof pensions .and as many as 1766 .pensions have been
revised during the current year. 531 fresh pension cases have been cleared for
payment. The AdminiStrative Tminltlg, Institute has been actively engaged in
providing training to 280 gszetted. and...:;348. non-gazetted officials of the
Government of Mizoram. A remarkable .. traiping programme on Mizo Shorthand
has been introduced for the firsttime in Febr,uary 2003 and training on Disaster
Management .hash~~oVeen, introduced in.the Rurrent, year.. The Department of
Personnel and'Aetm:imstrativeRefonns hassu~essfully conducted the prestigious
Mizoram Civil Service Examination during' the .current year, as a result of which,
my Government will be able to recruit 20 successful candidates. The Department
of District Council Affairs of myGQyemment successfully conducted elections to
the Lai Autonomous District CounCil and thi "Chakma Autonomous District
Council. The District Council Affairs Department has also taken a concrete step
towards framing app.opriate rules and regulations for the three District Councils.
Uniform Conduct of Business Rules for the three District Councils have been
completed. The Economic and Statistics Department has continued to provide
invaluable data and statistics to assist my Government in policy planning and
programme implementation. The Department of Information and Public Relations
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hag, not only contribUted/in disseminating infoIIl:at.IOOit relating to the activities of
"myGovemment but has also been instrumental in presenting our State's image
. 'to, 'the •.. outside woridby partieip~ting in Republic Day Celebrations in New

Delhimld-byorganising press tours-;'and,Bharat Darshans. A notable achievement
of this Department was the press tour of 30 journalists to Sikkim, The Sinlung
Hill Development Council has now beertstrengtheaed by appointment of more

"." . . .-. ,

council members. The:f,iJe, , .Service Organisation is being strengthened by
additional fire tenders and other equipments, The Water and Soil~Gollservation

Department has continued to promote plantationofcoffee and large cardamom
ill'WrlZoram besides continuing ,·Ms. programme of Tuirial REP catchmen area
treetment and soil conservation for enhaI1citig productivity of degraded land in
the catchmen of flood prone rivers. With" our unrelenting endeavours, flight
frequency between Aizawl and Kolkata has now been increased. It is also
expected that a regular flight will be· introduced 'between Aizawl and, Guwahati
sector soon.

56.1 am extremely happy to, receive active supports, of all the Central
Agencies located in Mizoram towards furt.heringthe initiatives taken by my
Government. I am confident that we will continue to get their wholehearted
support in time to come. I am extremely happy over the sense of responsibilities .
and devotion displayed by the functionaries of the Government of Mizoram in
our march towards reaching the objectives of my Government.

57. In fine, I take this opportunity to reaffirm the deep commitments of my
Governmenttowards fulfillment of all our objectives through various programmes
and policy-initiatives. With yout,unflinching support and with tlJ,e. blessings of
the .Ah:nighty~ I am-confident thai'we shall continue to march ahead towards
achievement -of OUf' ultimate o~iectiv~, of ushering Mizoram into a model State of
India. I trustif..hat your deliberations;during this Session will bear eloquent
testimony to these commitments. .

I wish your deliberations allsuccess'

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

1'\ ..., I
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